


p: DESCRIPTION 1 

The e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  of Eyre Hal l  was a story-and-a-half four-room frame 
house wi th  end chimneys, b u i l t  i n  the  mid-eighteenth century.  This house 
became a t t ached  a s  a wing t o  the  l a t e -e igh teen th  century  gambrel roof 
s t r u c t u r e  around 1796 and was r a i s e d  t o  two f u l l  s t o r i e s  s e v e r a l  yea r s  
l a t e r .  The frame, c i r c a  1796, gambrel roof po r t ion  of Eyre Hal l  f e a t u r e s  
a p a i r  of i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, modil l ion co rn ice ,  hipped roof dormers. 
one-story ent rance  porch, two-level s i d e  porch, and a s i d e  h a l l  p lan .  
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  he h a l l  i t s e l f  is notable  f o r  the  t h i c k  e l l i p t i c a l  c e n t r a l  a r c h  which 
d i v i d e s  t h e  space i n t o  a n  ent rance  h a l l  and s t a i r  h a l l .  The ent rance  h a l l  
s e c t i o n  i s  f u l l y  panel led ,  hav ing  Doric p i l a s t e r s  on pedes t a l s ,  supporting 
a f u l l  e n t a b l a t u r e  wi th  modi l l ion  corn ice  and pulvinated f r i e z e .  The 
s t a i r  h a l l  is h a l f  panel led  but  f e a t u r e s  French scen ic  paper,  "Les Rives 
de  Bosphore," produced-a 1816 by Dufour. The s t a i r c a s e  ba lus t r ade  
has a molded handra i l  and e s p e c i a l l y  f i n e  turned b a l u s t e r .  In  t h e  drawing 
room the  pane l l ing  is  a l s o  s e t  o f f  by Doric p i l a s t e r s  on pedes t a l s ,  and 
t h e  chimney b r e a s t  d i s p l a y s  a n  academic but  f i n e l y  executed Adam 
mantelpiece. The remaining woodwork throughout t h e  house is t y p i c a l  of 
i ts r e s p e c t i v e  per iod .  A modern s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  on the  foundation6 
of  the  e a r l y  k i t chen  around 1930 and a t t ached  t o  t h e  wing o f  the  main 
house by a one-story passageway. 
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The land on which Eyre Hal l  s t ands  w a s  ' f i r s t  pa t en ted 'by  ~ a ~ t a i n p h i l l i p  
Taylor i n  1637. I n  1664 it was so ld  t d W i l \ i a m ' ~ e n d a i l ,  wtio i n  t685 
gave i t  and ad jacen t  lands t o t a l l i n g  about 700 ac.res t d ' h i s  daughter  
Mary and her  husband, Hancock Lee. s h o r t l y '  a f tbrwards '  the  Lees w e d  
a c r o s s  the  bay t o  Northumberland County where they b u i l t  the f i r s t  house 
a t  Ditchley.  I n  1754 t h e i r  daughter  ~ n n a :  who was married t o  William 
Armistead, broke t h e  e n t a i l  on t h e  proper ty  and so ld  i t  t o  L i t t l e t o n  
Eyre. 

It has  been assumed t h a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  of Eyre Ha l l  was b u i l t  
by L i t t l e t o n  Eyre soon a f t e r  he acquired the proper ty .  This  was 
appa ren t ly  a s tory-and-a-ha l f  s t r u c t u r e  which between 1796 and 1800 was 
enlarged t o  two s t o r i e s  and made a wing of  t h e  main po r t ion  of  the  present  
house. The house and i t s  lands were i n h e r i t e d  i n  1773 by L i t t l e t o u  Eyre 's  
son, Severn Eyre, a member of t h e  Vi rg in i a  House of Burgesses from 1766 
t o  1773. The l a r g e  gambrel roof po r t ion  of Eyre Hall w a s  b u i l t  circa 1796 
by Severn ~ y r e ' s  son John. L i t t l e  changed s i n c e  John  r re's a d d i t i o n ,  
Eyre Ha l l  remains the  proper ty  of  h i s  descendants today. 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  Eyre Hall ranks a s  one of  the  major e ighteenth-century  
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p l a n t a t i o n  houses on v i r g i n i a 0 s  Eastern Shore. The main body of the  
house i s  r a r e  f o r  having th ree  f l o o r  l e v e l s  beneath a gambrel roof .  Typic 
of Eas tern  Shore frame houses, the  p resen t  p ic turesque  form of  Eyre Hall  
was achieved through a n  evolu t ionary  process ,  r a t h e r  than  as a s i n g l e  
des ign  concept.  The e n t i r e  complex, inc luding  the  house and i ts  f u r n i s h i n  

I 
the  ou tbu i ld ings ,  the  cemetery and gardens, is  a remarkably complete I 
s u r v i v a l ,  demonstrating t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of  p l a n t a t i o n  l i f e  on t h e  
Eastern Shore. 
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